


























United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT TAKE Paing:
Richfield Field Office INSMERICA
150 East 900 North
Richfield, UT 84701
http://www.blm.gov

IN REPLY REFER TO:

2020/2805.3
UT-050

September 12, 2008
Brent Smith
Symbiotics, LI.C
P.O. Box 535
Rigby, ID 83442

Re: Request for Any Information Relevant to Proposed Parker Knoll Pumped Storage
Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 13239

Dear Mr. Smith:

The Richfield Field Office received your letter of August 28, 2008 on September 2, 2008
requesting information regarding management responsibilities and environmental resources
that may have a bearing on the project referenced above. Your letter noted that the
preliminary permit could be found on FERC’s website.

A review of the preliminary permits on the FERC website on September 3, 2008 did not
reveal this project. Further, your letter and project map do not disclose sufficient information
regarding the project to understand exactly what is proposed or how it is to be constructed
and operated. Other than the mapped surface area of the reservoirs, we cannot discern the
anticipated size and extent of facilitics (e.g., penstock, powerhouse, transmission line,
interconnection substation, construction and permanent access roads, etc.). Thus, we can
only provide at this point general resource concerns and management considerations. If this
project proceeds beyond the preliminary permit stage and more detail is available, BLM will
need an additional opportunity to evaluate the project. Our initial observations are:

1. BLM administers the public land shown on the map and besides a FERC permit,
Symbiotics would be required to obtain necessary authorizations for any portion of
the facilities on federal public land. Also, where a project involves multiple
jurisdictions, but where the federal land is an integral and indispensible requirement
for the project, BLM is required to do full National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) compliance before it can issue any authorizations. Typically, FERC, aslead
agency, handles NEPA compliance for all federal agencies, with BLM as a



cooperating agency that provides to FERC with terms and conditions that must be
met for authorizations to be issued on BLM lands.

The project area on the map appears to be larger than necessary to accommodate the
proposed facilities on your attached map. If other facilities (e.g. new access road
around the facilities and between the lower and upper reservoirs, needed upgrades of
existing roads) are contemplated, they need to also be shown on the map. As a matter
of policy, BLM limits project boundaries to the minimum area necessary for
construction and operation.

Your letter indicates the project will operate in a pumped storage mode, using water
pumped from groundwater. It is not clear if it is anticipated that once groundwater
fills the reservoirs that Symbiotics is proposing to generate during peak hours and
pump back during off-peak hours, or if it is proposing continual refresh of the upper
reservoir from groundwater with minimal or no pumping back from the lower to the
upper reservoir. Ground water impacts are considerably greater in the second
scenario. In any case, BLM would require hydrologic studies that would model
ground water drawdown and potential impact to off-site springs and seeps that
provide water for wildlife, livestock and riparian ecosystems on BLM land. Your map
should also disclose where the pump(s) would be located.

Although water rights are the responsibility of the State of Utah, the proposal will
result in an inter-basin transfer of water from the Fremont/Colorado system (upper
reservoir) to the Sevier/Great Basin system (lower reservoir). If there are any net
losses or gains in either system, that could result in claims that would affect timing of
project completion and thus impact the economics of the proposal.” Symbiotics
should be prepared to demonstrate that water is available at the time needed and in
the quantity necessary to sustain the proposed project. It also appears that by the
potential size of the reservoirs, a substantial amount of water would be necessary to
fill them. Symbiotics should discuss the size of the reservoirs, how they will be
operated in conjunction with the proposed power project, and whether or not any
waters will be discharged from the lower reservoir after passing through the
turbine/generator in the powerhouse.

There are a number of special status species (T&E or BLM sensitive species) in the
vicinity of the project, including the Utah Prairie Dog, Greater Sage Grouse, and
Pygmy Rabbit. Any impacts on any of these populations may trigger either formal or
informal consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Service. Again, this may entail
delays in the project and affect economic feasibility. Consultation results have the
potential to preclude the project or add mitigation that increases the project costs.

Richfield BLLM is in the process of completing the Record of Decision for a new
resource management plan before the end of 2008. It is likely this plan will govern
our decisions regarding authorized uses of public land by the time you obtain a FERC
license. We encourage Symbiotics to review the Proposed Resource Management
Plan and the Record of Decision when it becomes available at:



http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/richfield/planning/rmp/August_8__2008.html .
Among other things, the proposed plan recommends VRM class II for portions of the
project area (primarily the steep terrain crossed by the penstock). If implemented,
this may severely resirict the amount of visual intrusion allowed and may impose
alterations to planned construction methods and appearances of the project.

Should the Richfield RMP not be in place by the time a license is granted, it should
be noted the lands are currently managed as VRM Class I and VRM Class 111 under
the present plan, which states:

"The BLM manages the visual aspects of landscapes according to the
contrasts created by a project and the sensitivity of the existing landscape as
measured by the changes in form, line, color, and texture. The public lands are
currently managed as Visual Resource Management (VRM) Class II and Class
III. VRM Class II lands are more restrictive than Class I1. While these area
are not the highest sensitive class, the management objectives are to retain or
partially the existing landscape and the level of change should be at least
moderate and should not dominate the view. To properly evaluate the visual
impacts of the project, a detailed project description is needed. " (emphasis
added)

Your project description should indicate the type and nameplate capacity of electric
generators (and pumps) and how much power would be generated on average and
under peak conditions. Figures should indicate daily and annualized amounts of
expected energy production. Arrangements, permissions, contracts, etc. with
Pacificorp to connect with their existing 230 kV power transmission line should be
disclosed. Details of interconnection to this existing transmission line, including
substation and transformer size and location should be included.

. Although the penstock is shown on the preliminary map, it is not noted whether it
would be above-ground or buried. The terrain between the upper and lower
reservoirs involves rugged, steep cliffs and in either case, would present substantial
construction concerns and major surface disturbance and visual problems. Symbiotics
would be expected to disclose anticipated construction methods and mitigations to
minimize surface disturbance and visual impacts. In addition, if the penstock is
above ground, potential icing problems may exist during winter operations. Your

- plans should explain how icing would be resolved (i.e. curtail winter operations,
insulate penstock, size and water pressure and movement will preclude icing, etc.)

. Although it is difficult to determine from the map provided it appears that a section of
the Old Spanish Trail (the Fremont cutoff) may be in the area. This segment is not
presently part of the National Scenic and Historic Trails (NSHT) designated trail but
is recognized as a part of the trail system. BLM, Forest Service, Utah Department of
Transportation and the Old Spanish Trail Association have just started on-ground
field work signing and advertising this section. More information is needed regarding
this project, particularly any access roads or transmission lines to the west in Grass



Valley that may have conflicts or impacts to this portion of this historic trail.

These are BLM’s present concerns and we look forward to providing further input as more
details of your project become available.

A /c%/

Wayne A. Wetzel
Associate Field Manager
Richfield Field Office

cC: Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20426

Greg Thayn, UT State Office, BLM
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BUREAU OF RECLAMATION TAKE PRIDE’
Upper Calorado Regional Office INAMERICA
‘ 125 South State Street, Room 6107
IN REPLY REFER TO: Salt Lake City, Utah 84138-1147 )
| RECEIVED sep 08 .2008
UC-930 :
RIM-6.00 .
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Mr. Brent Smith
Symbiotics, LLC
P.O. Box 535

Rigby, ID 83442

Subject: Receipt of Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requests, Dated August 28, 2008
(FOIA Reference No. UC-08-17 and UC-08-18)

Dear Mr. Smith:

This letter is to acknowledge the receipt of your subject FOIA requests. Your letters were
received in this office on September 3, 2008. A response will be mailed to you no later than
September 26, 2008.

Please note that your FOIA requests have been issued a reference number. When submitting
correspondence to this office in regard to this FOIA request, please refer to FOILA Reference
No.UC-08-17 (information relevant to proposed Parker Knoll Pumped Storage Hydroelectric
Project, FERC No. 13239) and Reference No. UC-08-18 (information relevant to proposed North
Eden Pumped Storage Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 13249).

If you have any questions regarding this letter or your FOIA requests, please contact me at
801-524-3800.

Sincerely,

De Ann Brown
FOIA Officer



State of Utah
School & Institutional
Trust Lands Administration

=il .=1 75 East 500 South, Suite 500
Jon M. Huntsman, Jr.  Salt Lake City, UT 84102-2818
Governor  gn1.538-5100
Kevin S. Carter 801-355-0922 (Fax)
Director  www.trustlands.com October 6, 2008

Symbiotics Energy LLC

Attn: Justin Barker

Director, Project Development
975 South Hwy 89-91

Logan, UT 84321

RE: Special Use Lease Application No. 1605
T28S, R1W, SLB&M
Sections: 32 and 34 (within)
T298, R1W, SLB&M
Sections: 2 and 3 (within)
Piute County

Dear Mr. Barker:

State Trust Lands Administration is in receipt of your application for a site of a new hydroelectric
project, Parker Knoll Pumped Storage, located in Piute County, as described above. The Director has
accepted your application for processing and a number, Special Use Lease Application No. 1605, has been
assigned to this application.

The Resource Development Coordinating Committee and the Six County Association of
Governments have been contacted for their review. These procedures also require 30 days to complete. |
will be in contact with you at that time.

In accordance with Trust Lands Administration Rule R850-30-310, the agency is soliciting
competing lease applications. This process requires a maximum of 30 days. In the interim, your
application will continue through Trust Lands Administrations process.

Trust Land Administration archeological staff has required a cultural survey to be completed for
this project.

State Trust Lands Administration acknowledges the receipt of your application fee in the amount
of $250.00. If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (801) 538-5166.

Sincerely,

44/ gy

Kurt M. Higgins
Trust Lands Resource Specialist
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